
 

Why join the Society of American Military Engineers? 
 

If you are thinking of joining a professional association, it is critical that you ask yourself “what does 

membership provide for you?”  We can all agree that there is little value in paying dues and investing time into 

an organization just to check a box. After all, the relationship you have with a professional association should 

create a connection to something that you can relate to and have a passion for. Personally, I struggled with 

finding what was right for me when considering membership for many professional associations, but then I 

discovered the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME). My initial impression was that it very much felt 

like an officer’s club that did not have much to offer a young noncommissioned officer.  

I discovered, however, that SAME is a diverse organization that routinely invests in the development of its 

members. From new member, to the President of the Society, this professional association wants to help you 

become a better leader supporting the defense of our Nation. SAME provides fantastic networking 

opportunities, plenty of options for volunteering, technical information through webinars and publications, 

and even offers stipends to pay for professional certifications.  Plus, the membership fee covers the life of 

your uniformed service! 

Everyone can benefit from what SAME has to offer, and you do not need to be an Engineer or have a degree 

to join. You can volunteer with your local Post, participate in networking events and professional development 

briefs, and even get a one-day pass for the annual Joint Engineer Training Conference (JETC) or Small Business 

Conference (SBC) at no cost.    

SAME offers professional NCOs tangible value with real rewards, over three distinct periods in a career. 

Near-Term:  Active SAME membership thrusts us into an environment of exposure to engineering techniques 

and practices of industry and Military Departments other than our own.  We soak up information and 

knowledge without realizing it, immediately making us better NCOs. 

Mid-Term: SAME offers unique opportunities to continue our technical education and pursue licenses and 

certifications from affiliated associations.  Over a few months, credentialing can better posture NCOs for 

increased responsibility and promotion. Taking advantage of these industry-recognized certifications will also 

assist with a smoother transition when exiting the military.  

Long-Term:  NCOs will one day move on from direct military service whether Active Duty or Reserve 

Component.  Most of us change employers but we still prefer technical employment in such a rewarding field.  

If you want to secure the future, SAME offers the best opportunity for networking with potential employers. 

I truly wish I had learned these things sooner in my career, so I urge you not to wait. Come see what SAME can 

do for you! 

CMSgt Adam Boubede 


