
 

 

Led by the Deputy Officer in Charge of 
Construction Pete Ridilla and Corporal 
Luka Bessey, thirty-eight SAME Guam 
Post and SAME University of Guam 
(UOG) Student Chapter members took a 
bus tour on April 22 to see the latest 
development of Marine Corps Base 
(MCB) Camp Blaz and the Live-Fire 
Training Range Complex (LFTRC).  

 
The first part of the tour was the LFTRC at Northwest Field near 
Ritidian Point. The five different ranges, four of which are nearly 
complete, will provide valuable training to Marines and other on-
island agencies. The four nearly completed ranges are for 
individual weapons with the fifth range being 1,000-meters used 
for multi-purpose machine guns and 50-caliber or less vehicle-
based weapons. Two of the ranges feature pop-up targets and 
pop-up lateral moving targets.   
 
The tour group then went to MCB Camp Blaz where they were 
able to view the current expansion of the nearly 600-acre base, 
see the archeological findings on site, and learn about the 
Marine Corps' preservation, conservation, and environmental 
efforts.  
 
The installation honors the memory of Brigadier General 
(BrigGen) Vicente "Ben" Garrido Blaz, the first minority general 
officer in the Marine Corps and later Guam's delegate to 
Congress. He remains the highest-ranking indigenous CHamoru 
to have served in the Marine Corps. MCB Camp Blaz was 
activated on October 1, 2020, and will be home to nearly 5,000 

rotational and permanently assigned marines relocating from 
Okinawa, Japan.  
 
Upon completion, the base will consists of eight 6-story,  
L-shaped barracks that can house up to 600 marines in each 
building. It will also include administrative and headquarter 
facilities, dining hall, water treatment facility, gymnasium, 
warehouses, trash and recycling centers, fire and police 
stations, medical and dental clinics, and much more.   
 
Within the base’s 
grounds, a memorial 
was built in February 
2022 to honor seven 
ancestral burials found 
at Sabånan Fadang. 
As part of the Marine 
Corps' commitment to 
preserving the rich cultural heritage of Guam, a crypt was built 
for the reburial of any potential fragment remains discovered 
during the base’s construction. CHamoru remains that are 
unable to stay intact and in place, because of the construction 
footprint, are collected and reburied within Camp Blaz. Remains 
that are determined to be from World War II and are not 
precontact ancestral will be sent to Hawaii or Japan to be 
repatriated.  
 
The SAME Guam Post membership consists of 130+ individual 
and 180+ sustaining members, 44 companies, and 30 student 

chapter members. Become a member through our website. 
Thurs, May 19 will be our next General Membership Meeting. 
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